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 To kick off the year, we replaced our old, outdated website with a new, 21st century
website that better reflects our mission to promote learning and sharing in the
community. If you haven’t browsed our new site, we hope you’ll check it out.
 This summer, we unveiled a new outdoor picnic and play area on our library lawn;
we expanded our Summer Reading Program to include 13 performances and activities
geared toward children and teens (which 477 people attended!); and we handed out 112
Summer Reading Bingo Challenge cards to area youngsters.
 We partnered with the Waits River Valley School to promote a culture of literacy in
the community during their ‘Year of the Book,’ made possible by a grant from the
Children’s Literacy Foundation. Highlights included librarian visits to the school, two
author visits to our library, and $1,000 of new books for our children’s collection.
The library has changed and grown in 2017, but one thing remains the same: it is a
gathering place—a community living room—where people come together to learn,
explore, create, and share. One of the most memorable events of the year was when 41
adults and children gathered on the library lawn to watch the partial solar eclipse in a spirit
of festivity and awe. They shared 18 pairs of eclipse glasses, which were donated to the
library by a patron who knew people of the community would want a place to gather and
safely watch this inspiring celestial event.
The library exists to serve our patrons and our community, but we can’t do it alone.
Only 7% of our annual budget comes from municipal funds; the rest is supplied by you, our
community, through endowments left by community members past and by your donations
today. We hope you’ll join our wide network of supporters by making a donation
today.
On behalf of the Blake Memorial Library Board of Trustees,

Shirley Montagne, President
P.S. Another easy way to support the library is with your eligible purchases through AmazonSmile.
Simply visit smile.amazon.com and choose to support Blake Memorial Library.
P.P.S. All contributions, regardless of amount, are tax-deductible and greatly appreciated.
P.P.P.S The enclosed bookmark is for you. On the back is a listing of our library services & resources.

